occupation of Lombardy (he frequently saw Napoleon and his wife Josephine in Milan) and from an early age he was an ardent advocate of Italian unity and independence. Even as a schoolboy Bozzi wrote lampoons in a daily sheet 'Giornale sensa Titolo', and when he was aged sixteen he was imprisoned for a night and released only on condition that he spent the next two weeks confined in a monastery. Following this, he became a more serious student.
Hamilton, who was private secretary to Lord Elgin, British Ambassador at Constantinople. It was Hamilton who supervised the removal of the Elgin Marbles from the Parthenon. Bozzi travelled with Hamilton through Greece, passing through Janina, where he met Ali Pasha, whose swollen leg he treated, and then on to Trikkala, the birth-place of Aesculapius. On arrival at Constantinople Hamilton was ordered back to England, but, before doing so, arranged that Bozzi should become physician to the British Embassy in Constantinople. There Bozzi contracted bubonic plague, which he claimed he overcame by self-treatment along Brunonian principles. He also witnessed in Constantinople inoculation against plague, using material from the bubo, a practice of which he strongly disapproved.
On recovery from the plague, Bozzi joined the Turkish fleet as a second physician. He wore Turkish dress and, like Ulysses, sailed among the Grecian Isles, his travels taking him in 1804 to the Holy Land. He then signed on with a merchant vessel, sailed in the Eastern Mediterranean (where he had the opportunity of visiting Cos, the cradle of Hippocratic medicine) and then to Spain, where he arrived at Malaga in 1804. There he passed a medical qualifying examination in Latin which allowed him to practise in Spain. In his autobiography he describes how on 21st October 1805: 'a distant booming was heard in the west, till late in the afternoon, mingled presently with a fierce tempest that had raged in the air, in perfect accordance with the terrible event that was then taking place in the direction of Cadiz'.
This was, of course, the Battle of Trafalgar.
He then moved north to Madrid, where he practised among high society and became an honorary member of the Royal Academy of Medicine of Madrid; but he felt unsafe there because of the danger from bandits in the streets (he carried a sword-cane for self-defence) and the bullfight disgusted him. He therefore moved west to Portugal and arrived in Lisbon on Christmas Day 1806.
Royal naval surgeon
In Lisbon, Bozzi found a British naval squadron in port. He offered himself as a ship's surgeon and in March 1807 he was taken on as assistant surgeon to HMS Raven. During the next six years he served in the Royal Navy, chiefly in the Atlantic and the West Indies, Where in 1810 he suffered an attack of yellow fever which he controlled using James Currie's cold water treatment. There was also an occasion when he met the great South American patriot General Simon Bolivar. By 1813 he had reached the rank of full surgeon and he then decided to retire on half-pay. His ambition was to settle in England and practise as a physician in London. He tackled the English language with great gusto, soon mastered it and achieved a remarkably fluent style.
He joined the Anglican Church. Finally, in 1814, he adopted the surname of his maternal grandmother, Rosa Granville, and thereafter was known as Augustus Bozzi Granville.
Italian patriot Granville's rapid mastery of English and his fluency in other European languages made him useful as a translator and interpreter, in which capacity the British Foreign Office used his services. In 1814, the struggle for Italian unification was at. its height. Granville wrote pamphlets in support of the Italian cause. With his friend Hamilton, he visited Paris and met Viscount Castlereagh. Granville was entrusted with important despatches to Milan, which enabled him to see his father and family after a gap of twelve years. Bologna was the centre of the political struggle and Granville visited the Italian patriots, gave them encouragement and later enlisted Lord Palmerston's support. His return to England was eventful; he was for a time under arrest by the Austrians. He then passed through Geneva and visited the famous Madame de Stael at Chateau Coppet, where by chance he met Sir Humphry Davy and Michael Faraday who were on a European tour. Secret information which he had acquired that Napoleon would probably escape from Elba was, however, ignored by the British government.
In 1815 he assisted Antonio Canova in his mission to Paris to procure the restoration of Italian art treasures looted by the French. For his services, Granville was presented with a portrait of Vesalius by Titian. Later, in 1848, Granville joined in the campaign for Italian independence.
Medical studies in London and Paris After 1813, Granville resided first in South Audley Street and later at 16 St Michael's Place, Brompton. His first remuneration was derived from being tutor in Latin to the two children of his friend Hamilton. He lectured in chemistry at St George's Hospital Medical School, the lectures being held at the old Hunter anatomy theatre and museum in Great Windmill Street, where an accident with chlorine led to his developing permanent anosmia. The school broke up in 1815, the treasurer absconded, and Granville was never paid for his lectures. He also pursued his English medical studies at the Westminster Hospital, under Dr John Ayrton Paris and Sir Anthony Carlisle.
In 1816 his friend, Sir Walter Farquhar, advised him to take up midwifery as a specialty:
'Go to Paris,' he wrote, 'for a year, or a year and a half, give yourself up entirely to the acquirement of obstetrical skill and cognate sciences, including the knowledge of female complaints and the diseases of children, practically as well as theoretically'.
Granville accepted this advice and, with his wife and family, spent the next eighteen months (1816-17) in Paris, studying under Capuron and Deveux at the Maternite, as well as at the Hopital des Femmes and the Hopital des Enfants. He also took the opportunity of attending lectures by many of the great medical teachers of Paris -Cuvier, Gay-Lussac, Jussieu, Magendie, Orfila and Pinel. Granville visited l'Hopital Necker, where the great Laennec had recently been appointed as physician. In his book 'Sudden Death' (1854), Granville describes a ward round at l'Hopital Necker: ' 
and direct auscultation, in an interesting but obscure case before him; when, turning round to the circle of pupils around the bed, "Why" said he, "should we not avail ourselves of the help which acoustics yield to us, of making distant sounds more audible? The speaking-trumpet enables the dull of ear to hear the faintest whisper; the ascending tube in a warehouse conveys to the upper storeys, in audible sounds, the muttered directions of the master below; the ticking of a watch placed at the end of a long beam, is heard loudly by the ear applied to the other extremity; a tube, therefore, applied over the lungs or to the chest over the heart, ought to instruct us more plainly through our ears, with the movements and sounds going on within"; and forthwith snatching the cahier des visites from the hands of.the nearest eleve interne, and rolling it up lengthwise to the shape of a cylinder, having a perforation through its axis, he applied it first to one side of the chest, then to the other, and again to the back, between and below the shoulder-blades, and declared (what we all know to be true) that he could make out with greater distinctness, than with the naked ear applied over the parts, their inward condition from their respective sounds, which he then described', As a student of obstetrics, Granville had been present at the birth of the stethoscope! He subsequently wrote of the Paris medical school in his 'History of Science during the Revolution', but the book was never published.
Medical practice in London
Before setting up in medical practice in London, it was necessary for Granville to obtain an English medical qualification. In 1813 he obtained the MRCS qualification and in 1817 the LRCP. In his autobiography (written in 1868) he described how in 1817 he had, ' to submit for three days to a medical, anatomical and physiological examination (in Latin), before the President and censors of the Royal College of Physicians, whose home was in an old edifice in the City [Warwick Lane], The President was Doctor John Latham (I know not whether the father or grandfather of the present excellent physician of that name) and my friend Dr Paris whose assistant 1 had been years before at the Westminster Hospital, was one of the censors or examiners, , .'
With his MRCS and LRCP he now set himself up in practice at 8 Savile Row, using one of Laennec's wooden stethoscopes which he had brought back from Paris -probably the first to be used in England. He became editor of The Medical Intelligencer and then the quarterly London Medical and Physical Journal: he published in the latter, in 1820, a four-part review of Laennec's great Treatise 'De L'Auscultation Mediate' (1819) , encouraging the use of the stethoscope in England.
In 1819 he also published his observations on the internal use of hydrocyanic (prussic) acid in 'irritant' diseases of the lungs such as consumption, the idea being derived from his having observed the use of laurel water in Venice some years previously.
Physician-accoucheur
In 1819 'Granville was appointed physician-accoucheur to the Westminster General Dispensary (Figure 2 ). This institution had been founded in 1774, on the premises of the Turk's Head Tavern, 9 Gerard Street, London, much frequented by Dr Samuel Johnson and where the first meetings of the Literary Club were held and also where the Linnean Society of London met from 1805 to 1821. It was not long after his appointment that Granville expressed concern at the low standard prevailing among the midwives and midwifery students: 'Any broken down washerwoman could call herself a midwife'.
In 1819, he published his 'Report of the Practice of Midwifery at the Westminster General Dispensary during 1818' (Figure 3) , and in 182,2 he played an active part in improving the training of midwives. He was also appointed to the staff of the Metropolitan Hospital for Sick Children, but in 1826 he was passed over for the first Chair of Midwifery at the new University of London.
Granville's engaging personality was summed up by the Lancet (1872) in his obituary:
' H~s urbanity of demeanour, his geniality of humour, his engaging address, enhanced by a graceful presence and an animated 'play of features secured him a favourable reception, not only in the consulting room or by the bedside, but on every occasion where he joined in professional or promiscuous discussion', Granville's reforming zeal On his return from Paris in 1818, Granville brought back with him the earliest specimen of iodine which had just been isolated by Gay-Lussac. This formed the subject of a communication by Granville to the Royal Society, of which he was elected a Fellow in 1818. Granville however became disenchanted with the standard of scientific contributions to the Royal Society and considered that the 125 or more physicians and surgeons who were FRS had lowered the Society's intellectual standards! Later, 1830-36, he ushered in several important reforms of the regulations relating to election of Fellows and the presentation of papers. He also introduced similar reforms of the management of the Royal Institution, of which he served as Secretary of the Visitors (1832-52). He lectured at the Royal Institution on a mummy brought from Egypt in 1824.
Granville was a keen club-man. He was one of the founding members of the Athenaeum in 1825, was president of the Westminster Medical Society in 1829, served as Vice-President of the British Medical Association, and was a keen Freemason, rising to the rank of Grand Officer.
Public health and spas Granville was concerned with the provision of improved sanitation. He gave evidence to a Parliamentary committee in support of the quarantine laws. He also studied the problem of River Thames sewage and advocated Martin's plan for the purification of Thames water.
Convinced that cholera was a water-borne infection, he published in 1831 his 'Catechism of Health'.
Spas and sea-bathing as a means of restoration of health were always a special interest of Granville. He preferred the German spas to the English. In 1837 he published 'The Spas of Germany' and in 1841 'The Spas of England and Principal Sea-Bathing Places', both of which became standard works of reference. In 1858 he visited Vichy and reported on its waters. He was especially fond of the German spa at Kissengen where from 1840 he spent three months each summer and saw his patients there.
Final years Granville's wife died in 1861, and he then gave up his London practice although he remained honorary physician-accoucheur at the Westminster General Dispensary. In 1868 he undertook the writing of his autobiography, dedicating to his surviving children 'the present records of my laborious career in life'. This work was published posthumously in 1874, edited by his youngest daughter Paulina Bozzi Granville. Granville paid his last visit to Kissingen in 1868. In the winter of 1871 he moved to Dover, where he died on 3 March 1872 in his 90th year.
So ended the long eventful life of this remarkably versatile physician. The secret of his many achievements lay in his acknowledged intellectual brilliance and indefatigable energy. His fault lay perhaps in spreading his activities too widely and not attempting profundity in anyone subject. His zeal for putting things right showed itself especially in the reforms he achieved in the practice of midwifery, but his improvements in the management of the Royal Society and other organizations were not inconsiderable. His cosmopolitanism and linguistic facility made him at home in any country in Europe. Proud as he was of his partial British ancestry and happy in his adopted country, he nevertheless played a significant part in the struggle for the unification and independence of his native Italy.
